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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because "loose" in line 1 should be changed 
to "lose". Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled 
in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. The computing element and program element of the circuit has not been 
found to be sufficiently disclosed to allow any corresponding elements in the prior art to be 
applied. The Examiner asks the Applicant to cite further elaboration from the original disclosure 
as to these elements. 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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6. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. Is a word omitted after "for"? Appropriate correction is required. 

Response to Amendment 

7. In response to the preliminary amendment filed 4/1 1/02: new claims 21-38 have been 
added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

9. Claims 1-3, 5-13, 20-23, 25, 27-33, and 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Golding (US Patent # 6, 180,063). 

10. With respect to claims 1-2, 9, and 20, Golding discloses: 

a backup system with an input for receiving mass storage commands comprising data 
and an address at which data is to written, as shown by the write messages (53 and 55) in figure 
1 containing region addresses and data, and as recited in column 2, lines 48-53; 
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a source of time information, by teaching in column 3, lines 45-55, as shown by a 
timestamp, and in column 4, line 54 of a local clock; 

a circuit for associated a write command with the time information thereby creating a log 
entry, by teaching in column 4, lines 53-55, that the processor sends the update message to the 
disk to obtain a timestamp from its local clock; 

a storage for accepting log entries, as shown in the disk (20 or 30) in figure 1. 

11. With respect to claims 3, 13, 27, and 37, Golding discloses: 

a network connection for accepting entries, by teaching in column 1, lines 13-15, multiple 
computers connected via a network; 

a server for accepting log entries from the network and for providing the log entries to a 
log file, by teaching in column 1, line 23, of using a network server to recover from faults. 

12. With respect to claim 5, Golding discloses that the mass storage address comprises a 
sector address, as recited in column 3, lines 28-29. 

13. With respect to claims 6-7, 12, and 28„ Golding discloses that the storage for accepting 
log entries is the mass storage, with the mass storage being a hard disk, as shown by the disk 20 
in figure 1. 

14. With respect to claims 8, 10, and 29-30, Golding discloses the storage for accepting log 
entries to be a non- volatile RAM based virtual disk, as recited in column 7, line 43, and column 
8,line 45. 

15. With respect to claim 11, Golding discloses storing the log file in a local mass storage 
different from the mass storage to be backed up, by teaching in column 1, lines 24-26, that each 
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time a computer writes a record file on the disk, the same record must also be written to the 
mirrored disk. 

16. With respect to claims 21 and 33, Golding discloses: 

a backup system for enabling continuous backup of computer data stored at a computer to 
a mass storage system, by discussing in column 7, lines 10-20 of having two copies of the disk 
data; 

an operating system for receiving write commands from an application installed on the 
computer and for converting each received write command into a sector write having a sector 
address and sector data, by teaching in the abstract that the controller receives write messages 
from processors coupled to the controller. Each write message includes a data segment to be 
written to the storage medium at a specified address, and coordination information specifying a 
timestamp, and the addresses of other data records on other storage systems that were written in 
same write operation; 

a source of time information, as recited in column 4, lines 53-55; 

a log-assisted disk for processing sector writes sent to the log-assisted disk by the 
operating system, said processing including receiving the sector writes, accumulating/queuing 
the sector writes, and associating each sector write with the time information, thereby creating a 
log entry, by teaching in figure 1 and column 4, lines 53-67, the a write process bearing a 
timestamp is stored in the log; 

means for communicating the log entry to the storage, wherein the operating system, the 
source of the time information, the log-assisted disk, and the communicating means are in 



Application/Control Number: 09/588,242 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2186 

electrical communication with each other within a computer, as shown by the communication 
network connections in figure 1 . 

17. With respect to claims 22 and 36, Golding discloses the storage for accepting log entries 
being located within the computer, as shown in figure 1. 

18. With respect to claims 23 and 35, Golding discloses the storage for accepting log entries 
is in network communication with the computer, as shown by the communication network 
connections in figure 1 . 

19. With respect to claim 25, Golding discloses the storage for accepting log entries receives 
log entries from multiple computers in a network, as recited in column 1, lines 13-15 

20. With respect to claims 31-32, Golding discloses the mass storage is a nonvolatile hard 
disk, as shown by the disk 20 in figure 1 . 

21. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Thatte (US Patent 
5,008,786). 

22. With respect to claim 17, Thatte discloses recreating a mass storage device by accepting a 
snap shot of the state of the mass storage , accepting log entries form the time of the snapshot, 
writing the snapshot to a storage device, writing the log entries, from the time of the snapshot, to 
the storage device, and terminating the writing of the log entries when the time stamp of the log 
entry is equal to the given time, by teaching in column 17, lines 18-33, rolling back the system to 
the state at the last checkpoint (snapshot), and restoring entries by using the snapshot object 
while expunging records with timestamps greater than the time of the snapshot. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



23. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

24. Claims 4 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Golding. 

25. The difference between Golding and the claims is the claims recite the network being the 
Internet. However, the specific use of a network such as the Internet instead of a local network, 
does not have a disclosed purpose nor are disclosed to overcome any deficiencies in the prior art. 
As such, the network may have been embodied in a number of manners, such as an LAN or 
WAN. Accordingly, it would have been an obvious matter to one skilled in the art to utilize the 
backup log system of Golding wherein the network is a local network, as disclosed supra, since 
applicant has not disclosed that a wide area network, as opposed to other networks, overcomes a 
deficiency in the prior art or is for any stated purpose. 

26. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Golding and 
Yoshida (US Patent # 5,943,672). 

27. Golding teaches all other limitations of the parent claims, but fails to specifically disclose 
receiving a status from the network, testing the status to determine if network traffic is low, and 
coupling the log file into the network dependent on the network traffic. Yoshida teaches in table 
5 located in column 5, of the access log records containing traffic status indicators. 
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28. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of 
Golding and Yoshida before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the backup log 
entries in the logged backup system taught by Golding, to include network traffic indicators, as 
with the logged backup system of Yoshida, in order to quickly deal with a change in network 
traffic without requiring human intervention, as taught by Yoshida. 

29. Claims 15 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Golding and Hubis et al (US Patent # 6,182,198). 

30. Golding teaches all other limitations of the parent claims, but fails to specifically disclose 
taking a snapshot of the mass storage to be backed up prior to accepting write commands. Hubis 
et al teach in the abstract, processing write operations after initializing the snapshot. 

31. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of 
Golding and Hubis et al before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the backup 
log entries in the logged backup system taught by Golding, to process the write operations after a 
snapshot, as with the logged backup system of Hubis et al, to provide the state of the memory 
system at a given time, without further write accesses, from which the system can be recovered 
following a future fault, as taught by Hubis et al. 

32. Claims 16 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Golding 
and Belsan et al (US Patent # 5,403,639). 

33. Golding teaches all other limitations of the parent claims, but fails to specifically disclose 
determining a sector to be written to from the most recent log entry, searching for log entries 
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having an earlier timestamp which write to the same address, and deleting any log entries with an 
earlier timestamp which write to the same address as the most recent log entry. Belsan et al 
teach in column 6, line 65-column 7, line 41, generation data groups and discarding the oldest 
version of a data record when a new version is created. 

34. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of 
Golding and Belsan et al before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the backup 
log entries in the logged backup system taught by Golding, to delete older log entries associated 
with the same address as the most recent entry, as with the logged backup system of Belsan et 
al, in order maintain coherency in the system by only having the most recently written data be 
associated with an address, as taught by Belsan et al . 

35. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Thatte and 
Golding. 

36. Thatte teaches all other limitations of the parent claims, but does not specifically disclose 
accepting log entries from a network connection. Golding discloses in column 1, lines 13-15, a 
logged backup memory system with multiple computers connected via a network. 

37. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of 
Thatte and Golding before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the recoverable 
memory with log entries taught by Thatte, to be interconnected over a network, as with the 
logged backup system of Golding, to provide wide-spread storage and access capabilities across 
many associated devices, as taught by Golding. 



Application/Control Number: 09/588,242 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2186 

38. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Thatte and 
Golding. 

39. The difference between Thatte and Golding and the claims is the claims recite the 
network being the Internet. However, the specific use of a network such as the Internet over an 
local network, does not have a disclosed purpose nor are disclosed to overcome any deficiencies 
in the prior art. As such, the network may have been embodied in a number of manners, such as 
an LAN or WAN. Accordingly, it would have been an obvious matter to one skilled in the art to 
utilize the backup log system of Thatte and Golding wherein the network is a local network, as 
disclosed supra, since applicant has not disclosed that a wide area network, as opposed to other 
networks, overcomes a deficiency in the prior art or is for any stated purpose. 

40. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Golding and 
Beeler, Jr. (US Patent # 5,819,020). 

41. Golding teaches all other limitations of the parent claims, but fails to specifically disclose 
the communication means being a network interface card. Beeler, Jr. teaches in figure 2 of a 
network interface card used in the logged backup system, as shown in figure 17. 

42. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of 
Golding and Beeler, Jr. before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the logged 
backup system taught by Golding, to include a network interface card, as with the logged backup 
system of Beeler, Jr., to introduce the capability to mirror transactions across a network, as 
taught by Beeler, Jr. in column 2, lines 30-35. 
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Conclusion 



43. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 1 1 1(c) to consider 
these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited therein teach similar 
backup log systems. 

44. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew D. Anderson whose telephone number is (703) 306- 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matt Kim, can be reached on (703) 305-3821. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 305-9731. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



5931. 




Matthew D. Anderson 
August 25, 2003 



